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ever number he held would be evenly divided among the two or
three fields. A holding of thirty acre strips was usually called
a virgate, and the man who owned it was called a villanus (villein).
How he cultivated it we shall see later.

Most of the men of the village were villani, but there were others
both poorer and richer. Below the villani were the bordarii (bor-
dars) and the cotarii (cotters). The bordars sometimes held strips
in the common fields, the cotters never; the main property of both
was some 3 to 5 acres near their cottages. Above the villeins weic
free men and socmen, and finally the lord. The free men and the
socmen held land among the strips and lived much as the villeins
as far as their own land was concerned, but their relation to
their ' lord ' was different. How did the lord live ? He usually
had a good deal of land in the village, it might bo ships among
the others, or it might be enclosed land lying round the Hall
like a modern home farm, but wherever it lay it was called the
lord's ' demesne '. How did he cultivate it ? Not with his own
labour and that of his family, as the villeins and many of the
socmen and freemen did. Did he employ labourers as a modern
landowner would ? Not exactly in the same way. The villeins,
bordars, and cotters held their land by a labour rent* In return
for it they had to work for the lord on his land, so many days
a week (called week-work) and for so many days extra at social
times like harvest (called boon-work). Bordars and cot tors
did the same* The freemen and the socmen did not do week-work,
though occasionally we find men called socmen doing it, but they
too helped the lord in boon-work. Last of all there was a certain
number of slaves who worked for the lord and were his absolutely,

Tenure of the Land. Before we inquire how the land was
worked and what sort of profit was made out of it, we ought to
get some idea of the rights each of these classes had in it, because
it makes a good deal of difference in a country, who owns the
land and what he can do with it. Now Ddmesday Book shows
us many different kinds of tenures and we have a shrewd sus-
picion that it hides behind its Latin names a still greater variety.
The Normans wens used to a system by which everybody held